Some Film Guidelines:

Consider technique of persuasion

1. Hard sell

2. Appeal to emotions

3. Appeal to social involvement.

Write a punchline

1. Plan how to sell the punch line

2. Write a list of images

3. Develop a script or storyboard – consider structuring your short film.

Structure your short film

1. Shoot/gather your footage

2. Capture/import your footage

3. Edit your footage

4. Add a voiceover to the footage.

Your film should

1. Have a punchline or easily stated message.

2. Should draw on genre conventions eg Point of View shot for thriller/scary movie, love songs for Romantic movie.

3. Should have a specific target audience.

4. Interviews, if used, should be brief and punchy.

Elements for short story form especially for documentary or narrative style film

1. One main character.

2. One location or setting.

3. Key theme or idea.

4. Keep dialogue to a minimum.

Technical considerations

1. Planning is the key – storyboard and script.

2. Should be tight.

3. Depending on the genre, style or narration the time to shot ratio might be high or low.  This is the number of shots happening in the time you have.  Might be few shots for a calm feel and lots of shots for an exciting mood.

Remember, these are guidelines.  It’s your film!

